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The purpose of this thesis is to elucidate the significance and present an overview of 
the educational movement of Koreans living in Japan (zainichi Koreans) while 
examining how the movement for “ethnic classroom” education activities and 
preservation of this system has changed over time.  
In this study I address four historical developments (① The Osaka-Kobe education 
fight and Governor’s memorandum on ethnic classrooms in 1948, ② Autonomous ethnic 
classrooms based on the July 4th North/South joint declaration in 1972, ③  Ethnic 
classrooms’ institutionalization as a result of the movement demanding institutional 
guarantees from the late 1980s, ④  Educational movements beginning with the 
Higashiōsaka City independent night school movement) and through an analysis of field 
surveys and related literature/documents examine the political dynamics surrounding 
education and activism. 
I draw four conclusions. First, the major impetus behind zainichi Koreans’ educational 
activism was the Osaka/Kobe education fight and the understanding that ethnic 
classrooms were vital to their survival within Japanese society. Second, ethnic classroom 
education activities, undertaken in small increments, became an inherited movement 
passed down from one generation to the next.Third, the development of this educational 
movement was also influenced by support from Japanese teachers and teachers’ unions. 
Fourth, the results of the movement as official education programs developed in spite of 
being constantly buffeted by various political dynamics such as the division of the Korean 
Peninsula and barriers within Japanese social systems.  
This thesis clarifies the difficulties zainichi Koreans have encountered in obtaining 
the right to ethnic classes in public schools within a consistently anti-foreign education 
system from the end of the war to the present day, and establishes the significance of the 
zainichi education movement as a means of ensuring the preservation of zainichi 
Koreans’ right to survive as an inheritance passed down from one generation to the next. 
 
